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INCILENTS IN THE LIFE OF A 
THEATRICAL AMATEUR. 


Cnap. I. 
Of an Introductory Nature. 


It isa matter of frequent occurrence in 
our cities and large towns, where the occu- 
pations of their inhabitants are of so multi- 
farious a character, that some individuals 
are, by the force of circumstances, thrown 
into employment totally opposed and anta, 
gonistic to, their general tastes, habits, and 
dispositions ; and utterly at variance with 
their bodily and mental capabilities. The 
experience of most persons will bear testi- 
mony to the truth of this assertion. 

How frequently it occurs that for lack of 
a congenial and mind-instructing occupation 
many a promising young :nan is hopelessly 
lost to himself and society, and becomes, 
through sheer disgust at his occupation, a 
careless and reckless character. 

How many too, there are, whose talents 
lie buricd under the depressing weight of a 
mechanical, drudging, routine of some low 
oceupation, where the mind and intellect 
are never brought into exercise, and where 
the germ of tuture usefulness is crushed in 
the bud, by the hard, relentless hand of 
fate. 

Where the heart is not a co-worker with 
the hands, and where the interest is not 
excited, success in any but a mechanical 
oceupation is entirely hopeless; the indi- 
vidual sinks to the level of a mere animal, 
and the seeds of knowledge and talent lic 
dormant and useless. Such cases, however, 
we are happy to think, are but exceptions, 
but where they do ocenr, much misery ana 
dissatisfaction is entailed. 

With these few prefatory remarks, I sha’l 





endeavour to trace a few of the incidents of 
my worldly career, the reader reserving to 
himself the right ot judging how far the 


| foregoing observations may be applicable in 


my own case, 

In publisher’s phraseology, then, I was 
first “ printed and published ” on the 23rd 
of December, 1820, at the very pleasant 
little sea-port town of L—, in the North of 
England. 

My parents enjoyed the character of 
being prudent, economical, and thrifty ; 
and I can only regret that these inestimable 
qualities should not have been hereditary. 

My father, at the time I was born, had, 
by industry and economy, acquired a little 
capital, and commenced, in partnership with 
another gentleman, a cotton-spinning cstab- 
lishment. which, in the absence of e mpe- 
tition, was for some time prosperous. An 
anecdote, illustrative of the presence of 
mind of my father, may, perhaps, not be 
uninteresting here:— One evening, after 
the business of the day was finished, and as 
he was quickly returning home, he heard a 
sudden cry of ‘ Fire!” and as the whole 
population seemed to be hastening te the 
scene of conflagration, he also retraced his 
steps. anxious to learn whose property it 
was that had caught fire. Judge of his 
astonishment, when he found, on arriving 
at the spot, that it was his own mill, which 
had caught fire, and which he had only lett 
in safety a few minutes before. Having the 
keys of the premises in his possession, he 
was immediately proceeding to enter, with 
a body of men to extinguish the flames, 
when it occurred to him, that probably 
some one might have sent fur him to his 





residence, to inform him of the affair, not 
knowing he was aware of it; and being 


te 
ee 














382 THE THEAT 


anxious to prevent my mother such a shock 
which such an announcement so abrupt was 
calculated to give her, she being in her con- 
finement at the time, he sent a messenger 
on horseback, with all speed to intercep* 
any such information, and keep the little 
avenue that led to his house guarded that 
no one might pass to communicate the 
frightful news. Meanwhile, having secured 
plenty of assistance, and a supply of water, 
he at length succeeded in extinguishing the 


flames, which, in the absence of fire en- | 


gines, was a task of great hardship and 
danger. The whole facts narrated only 
Jasted about two hours, though the damage 
done was very considerable. After making 
the premises secure, he hastened home, 
anxious to ascertain whether my mother 
had heard of the catastrophe ; but, thanks 
to his foresight, and the faithful servant 
whom he had deputed to “ guard the 
passes,” not a syllable had she heard of the 
matter. Ile gently informed her of the sad 
news. 

My father was eminently a ‘family man’ 
—he loved his home and family, and but 
for one faiiing, was exemplary in this res- 
pect. It was an insatiable taste for theatres 
and theatricals, for amateurs and for sport- 


, 


‘ing; and as all men have their weak sides, 


so this was his. On his marriage with my 
mother, who was “death” upon theatres 
and the drama, he discontinued many of his 
ormer habits of this kind, but finding the 
desire to indulge in the same pursuits too 
strong to be overcome, he had recourse to 
concealment, and having agreed to take a 
haracter in “ Macbeth,” at a private per- 

mance ina building hired for the pur- 
nose some two or three miles from home, 
would have effected his purpose, but for a 
‘oughable discovery made by my mother, 
vhich I will relate. 

(To be continued). 





METROPOLITAN THEATRES 


HAYMARKET. 


Mr. TIndson having returned from Ame- | 
ca, has resumed his former position at this | 


smase, and on Monday appeared in the 
ama of the Knight of Arva. He was 
artily welcomed on his re-appearance, and 
nt through the performance with his 
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| late remarkable for their crowded state, nor 
have there been any particular pieces to at- 
tract the attention of the playgoer. 

| OLYMPIC, 

The manager, Mr. W. Farren, has trans- 
| ferred his talented company from the Strand 
to this pretty theatre, where we wish him 
success; for he has Iaboured hard for the 
| last two years in. catering for the public, 
and has brought out some of the best pieces. 
of modern date. .He opened the above 
theatre on Monday, aad it was pleasing to 
| see so numerous and respectable an audience 
assembled to welcome him in his new house. 
| We trust he may have health and success 

to conduct it for many years to come, The 
first piece was Shirley Brookes’ drama, the 
‘* Daughter of the Stars,” in which we have 
| already had occasion to notice the inimitable 


| acting of Mrs. Stirling, who makes a greater 


impression upon the audience every time 
| she enaets the character. Mr. G. Cook 
sustains his character with equal ability. 
| On the appearance of Mr. W. Farren, the 
| lessee, the greeting of welcome was as- 
| tounding, and it was some time before he 
could proceed. He appeared to feel his po- 
sition, and acknowledged the favours be- 
stowed upon him by repeated signs of 
gratitude. The next piece was .a burlesque 
(for the first time) entitled “The Princesses 
in the Tower,’ which contains some witty 
puns, and, as is generally the case, some 
fetched from a long distance, but it cannot 
fail to amuse. The scenery is al! new and 
very beautiful, and the acting of Messrs. H. 
Farren, G. Cook, W. Shalders, and Mrs. 
Leigh Murray, kept the audience in a titter 
of laughter for two hours,—there is some 
very good dancing introduced, arranged by 
Madame Louise, in which Madile. Adele 
executed a clever pas with great ability, and 
met with an encore. The success of the 
piece is much indebted to Mrs. Leigh Mur- 
lrav, who executed the songs admirably 
| well. ‘The piece was quite successful. 


SADLERS WELLS, 
| A newtwo-act drama was produced here 
on Friday night, for the first time. It is 
entitled “ Uncle Mark,” and is written by 
Mr. Young, of the theatre. ‘The author re- 
presented the , principal character, Uncle 
Mark, ina very felicitous manner, which 
entitles him to rank as one of the most dis- 








ual ability. ‘The houses have not been of tinguished actors of the modern stage, in 

















his line. Uncle Mark is placed in a variety 
of situations, and has to represent all the 
various passions which the human mind is 
subject to, which he does in a style so na- 
tural and feeling, that he enlists the sym- 
pathies, and chains the attention. We re- | 
commend our readers to witness this capital | 
delineation. Mr, Mellon, as Lord Fitzfog, 
an M.P. and man of fashion, was “ most 
decidedly !”’ a first-rate personation: he is 
a commissioner of, building improvements, 
but does not know the difference between a 
Corinthian pillar an | one of the Doric order, 
“on this accounc he is considered better 
qualified for 2 commissioner than if he did.” 
We never saw him to better advantage. He 
must have attended the Llouse of Commons 
pretty frequently of late, to be enabled to 
give so faithful a representation of the 
trifling and consequential commissioner. 
Nor must we «mit Mr. Hoskins, a; a cool, 
calculating spcculator, who knows every 
body’s business, and never appears to be 
disappointed at anything that may occur, 
—he carried out the author’s meaning very 
well. Chester, a merchant, was ably repre- 
sented by Mr. Graham. ‘Ihe female cha- 
racters—Mrs. Archbold as Uncle Mark’s 
wife, and Miss Marston as Chester’s only 
daughter, added materially to the success of 
the piece, which was vehemently applauded 
at the conclusion. 


CITY. 


The production of a drama from the pen 
of so well-known a writer as Egerton Wilks, 
naturally drew a great house on Saturday 
last, and we are pleased in being able to 
add, that the play was highly and deserv- 
edly successful. “The Galley Slaves of 
Toulon, or the Hidden ‘Treasure of the 
Cross,” (which is the name of the piece), 
independent entirely of its own merits, had 
the adwantage of being remarkably well 
acted; one of the very greatest melodra- 
matic amalgamations of histrivnic ability 
which we recollect to have seen, being em- 
bodied in this play. Mr. E. F. Saville (de- 
cidedly one of the most dashing of our 
actors); Mr. F. Phillips, always so careful 
and effective; and Mr. Lyon, so long and 
so justly known to fame, having all promi- 
nent characters tv sustain, the general effect 
of ‘the drama could not fail to be striking 
and agreeable. It being, as our readers are 
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aware, contrary to our rule to give any con- 
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densation of plot, the story of ‘The Galley 
Slaves of Toulon” must only be unravelled 
by those who witness the performance; but 
we may with justness add, that unflagging 
interest is maintained throughout, and that 
the remarkably effective “situation,” (as we 
believe it is technically termed,) at the eud 
of the last act, excited loud and continuous 
applause, Mrs. E. F. Saville was very 
graceful and lady-like as the heroine, and 
Mr. W. Searle (a rising and pains-taking 
actor, whom we fully expect to see at the 
Adelphi ere long), displayed an enormous 
fund of dry comic humor, as a species of 
receiver of stolen goods. ‘ Homeward 
Bound ’’ followed, in which, as usual, Mr. 
fF. F. Saville was highly effective, while the 
performance of Mrs. R. Honner elicited 
many enthusiastic cheers from the crowded 
audience. 


a 


AMATEURS, 


Sussex Hati.—We visited this hall on 
Wednesday, August 28th, on which even- 
ing it was appropriated to an elocutionary 
entertainment. Amongst the different reci- 
tations was an ‘Account of a Swarry,” 
which was given by Mr. Smee with great 
‘omic humour, and excited much laughter 
with the audience. A scene from “Money” 
followed, in which Mr. James Cook sus- 
tained the character of Evelyn ; it was read 
in a very careful manner, and he was called 
before the curtain and greeted with loud 
upplause. We must not forget to mention 
the Graves of Mr. Crute. ‘The farce of 
“* Plot in Petticoats,” written by one ef the 
reciters, followed, Mr. Cook playing ‘Tom 
the scheming valet, and we may say, that 
from the widely-different characters, of that 
of Evelyn to Miss Emily Trusty, too much 
praise cannot be given him: atter this, he 
introduced his “ Imitations of London 
Actors,” which greatly pleased us. A scene 
from ** Luke the Labourer,’ was the next 
to come under our notice, ‘The Farmer 
Wakefield of Mr. Hodges was not alto- 
gether to our liking. Mr. Cook shewed 
great versatility of talent as Luke; he had 
a just conception of the character, and was 
loudly applauded. Mr. Tyrrell gave a reci- 
tation with his usual taste and judgment. 
The farce of “Raw Material’’ went off with 
great laughter. We did not witness the rest 
uf the performances, as it was so late. 
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Surrey Zoo.oeicat Garpens.—The 
Jast grand dahlia and miscellaneous flower 
show took place on Wednesday, the 4th 
instant (yesterday). This, with the other 
attractions, combined with beautiful weather, 
drew a very large attendance, quite crowd- 
ing the gaidens. An extra brass band was 
wrovided for the occasion. The menagerie 
is in excellent order, and has been recently 
increased. The gigantic modelled view of 
the Alps, with the passage of the army of 
Napoleon, is certainly by far the best of its 
class, and deceives the eye by its apparent 
reality. The promenade concerts by God- 
frey’s band, still continue attractive, and 
are well conducted. The gardens are in 
beautiful order, and the alterations by which 
the public can be supplied with refresh- 
ments at very moderate prices, is a great 
boon. The displays of fireworks are on the 
usual extensive and unprecedented scale, 
and exhibit beautiful devices, concluding 
with a colossal tableau of Napoleon on 
Ilorseback. The management deserve great 
praise for their excellent arrangements. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 








InquirEr, Covent Garden.—William Leman Rede 
the author of the “ Rake’s Progress,” and many 
other works, had barely reached the age of forty- 
five at the period of his decease, which was pain- 
ful'y sudden. He was twice married: his first 
wife being Miss Meller, (sister of Mr. Morton, 
formerly of Sadlers Wells), who died in early 
life; and his second wife (who survives him,) 
was Miss Cooke, a relative of the once celebrated 
singer and actress, Mrs. Waylett. 


C, A. V.—The Theatrical Journal may be had at 
most of the booksellers’ shops in Islington and 
h e vicinity. 

Evetyn.—The first theatre ever honoured with the 
presence of the present Prince of Wales, and his 
sister the Princess Royal, was Astley’s Amphi- 
theatre, when Her Majesty ordered a day per- 
formance, and the Royal Box was then first fitted 
up as it now remains, ‘This regal visit took 
place on the 9th of February, 1846, and the piece 
selected was the popular spectacle from the pen 
ot James Barber, Esq., catled “The Rajah of 
Nagpore, or the Sacred Klephant of the Pagoda.” 
This answers the question addressed to us as to 
the name of the first piece ever acted before the 
Prince of Wales. 


A. Davis.—Mr. G. Pauncefort is the present ma- 
nager of the Stourbridge theatre. He is a very 
excellent light comedian. 

T. B. Howks.—Our previous engagements pre- 
vented our attendance. 


J. Joyce.—Mr. R. A. Allen made his first appear- 
ance at the Lyceum in the year 1836, in the 
“ Sonnambnla.”’ 

B.—Mr. John Astley died in Paris, in 1821. 

A New Subscriber will get the Journal at Harris’s, 
Newsvender, Blackfriars Road. 

A, AnDrEws.—You had better apply to Mr. Tyr- 
rell, 46, King’s Square, Goswell Street. He 
gives lessons in elocution on very reasonable 
terms. 

R.S.M.—Mr. and Mrs. Honner, we understand, are 
engaged ut the Standard. 

Ambitious.—Apply either at the Gough street In- 
stitution, or at the Athenzum, Liverpool street, 
King’s Cross. You can get the books at Harris’s, 
Bow street, or Lacey’s, Wellington street, Co- 
vent Garden. 

Bunton.—The theatre was so full and so exceed- 
ingly hot, that it was quite impossible to witness 
the performance, 
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THE DRAMA AND DRURY LANE,! 


We are glad to announce that Drury— 
old Drury !—is again under the lesseeship 
of Mr. Anderson. We wish him success 
in every sense of the word—may he win 
popularity, recruit the finances of the trea- 
sury, and at the conclusion of the season, 
may he be in a position to enable him to 
commence the following one with renewed 
vigor and spirit! . 

We hear that he is determined to get up 
a much better company than the last; in 
fact, a company that will prove to the dra- 
matic world that his intentions are of a first 
class order, and that his catering for the 
public taste shall be characterised by gcod 
management—first-rate actors and actresses 
—and standard plays. 

The celebrated Mrs. Nisbett is engaged, 
Miss Helen Faucit in treaty with (we trust 
by this time satisfactorily concluded )—even 
those two, if we take them asa sample, 
| speak volumes as to what the rest of the 
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company will be. We have for a long time! been actuated or influenced by any but a 


expressed our regret at the absence of Miss 
Faucit fiom the boards of our theatres, and 
expressed an earnest wish that we might 
again behold her in some of those fine im- 
personations which used to eprapture an 
audience, and caused a late lamented poet 
to denominate her the * peerless Helen.” 
On no stage would she be more welcome 
than on Drury Lane. We trust we shall 
not be disappointed. 

And now a few words to the Public! We 
would impress upon them the imperative 
necessity, if they really do wish to see our 
National Stage again in a state of pros- 
perity, and restored to its pristine splendor 
—if they would have our English dramatic 
performances, rather than Italian Operas 
which they cannot understanl,—we would 
warn them of the necessity of giving to it 
their undeviating and strenuous support— 
John Bull is a great hand at talking! we 
shall see what he will do. Mr. Anderson 
deserves suppcrt as much as any one we 
know, and so long as our efforts can be used 
in helping him to a proper reward, in this, 
his second attempt to keep open the doors 
of Drury Lane, so long shall they be exerted 
to the utmost of our ability. 

We shall give the names of actors and 
actresses, who are engaged by Mr. Ander- 


son, as soon as they come to our know- 
ledge. 








THE RIVAL CLUBS. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Manchester, Sept. 2, 1850. 


Dear Str,—You will pardon the liberty 
I assume in trespassing upon your valuable 
space ; but as the gentlemen of the Opera- 
tives and the Kemble Club have been the 
means of introducing me, as your corres- 
pondent, into their pitiful, frivolous, and 
unmeaning difference, I deem it a duty, 
though a reluctant one, to make a few re- 
marks, 

Since the gentleman’s retirement who 
preceded me in this department, and who 
acquitted himself with such general satis- 
faction, I have endeavoured, through my 


feeble ability, to give a weekly summary of 


our amusements; and in my passing obser- 
vations, I can candidly say, that I have not 


spirit of impartiality— 


** Nothing extenuate, 
Nor set down aught in malice.” 


Perhaps, Sir, the most speedy way to 
come to a resolve in this matter, is to ana- 
lyse it from the outset. On the Ist of 
August, 1850, a notice appeared in the 
Journal, commenting on a performance by 
the Operatives at the Queen’s Theatre. I 
beg most emphatically to adhere to the 
text of it; and would appeal to any gentle- 
man who was present, to fairly entertain it 
in any other light than a feeble effort. The 
Operatives are but amateurs; miracles are 
not expected of them; and, instead ot be- 
coming indignant, and hearing false witness 
against the Kembleites, we should have an- 
ticipated they would rather take the hint, 
and extricate themselves from their detects. 
Distinguished actors, both at the Royal and 
Queens, have, before now, been severely 
criticised in your Journal; and it is cer- 
tainly a new era in criticism, if a few stage- 
struck Sock and Buskinites are permitted 
to commit literary suicide, without warning 
them of the rock they split upon. The 
Kemble Club, individually or collectively, 
were not accessory to the notices. The true 
cause, and what has “ galled the withers ” 
of the Operatives, was the impartiality of 
the “notices.” 
We have witnessed the performances of 
the Kemble Club, several times, and can, 
therefore, fairly discern between the belli- 
erents. There are two or three gentlemen 
in the latter club—one who aspires to the 
higher walks uf the drama: the second to 
the middle ; and Mr. N. to low comedy ; in 
each of which they are clever—very clever. 
but for the balance, if they were put in the 
scale, they would be found wanting. How- 
ever, as time tries all, if either of the com- 
panies possess any gem ine pretensions, they 
will surely develop them, and not bejretarded 
or obstructed through a false delicacy or 
timidity, as a correspondent in‘your Journal 
of last week most absurdly attempts to jus- 
tify. and alleges “lack of confidence,” to be 
the principal barrier in the production of 
great actors. This is a weak, pliant fallacy, 
to maintain the pretensions of a‘class of 
would-be actors, when, in fact, they possess 
neither discrimination or mental jcapacity. 
As a young swimmer becomes familiar with 
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the water, and surmounts his timorous feel- 
ing, so does an actor by degrees become 
quite at home with his audience, and if he 
possesses superior abilities, it must surely 
manifest itself. I wonder your lengthened 
correspondent did not invoke the spirit of 
Gray to his aid: 

** Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air.” 

Another of your correspondents, very 
“modestly,” but I should rather say, pre- 
sumptuously, solicits vour authority for the 
sentiments expressed in your Journal, in 
connection with a clique of clever gentlemen 
who, we should not be surprised to hear of 
adventuring for the philosopher's stone. 
You, of course, can please yourself in this 
matter, but I am apprehensive, in conform- 
ingyto this surreptitious request, you will 
establish a precedent that may eutail end- 
less and preposterous correspondence. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
Wm. Matt. 





OUR ACTRESSES, 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journa . 
Cloudesley-square, Islington, 
August 29th, 1850, 

Sir,—I feel bound, in justice to myself, 
to reply to a very violent attack made upon 
me by a learned correspondent of yours (or 
rather one who fancies himself so), the week 
before last. 

In the first place, however different my 
ideas on the subject may be to his, the tone 
«this letter to you (unlike your correspon- 
vent “ Funnybone,”) lacks the language of 
a gentleman, and also betrays the greatest 
ignorance. He first assails me with an ex- 
pression I made use of as regards Miss 
Addison—‘“‘jump and start.’ Now, if this 
Jearned gentleman has seen Miss Addison 
perform (I firmly believe he has not), he 
must be very unacquainted with all “glaring 
imperfections,” for the phrase of “jumps 
aud starts,’ I not only made use as my 
own idee, but have it before me in one of 
the weekly newspapers criticising her 
Juliet—“ Ben it not for the jumps aud 
starts so frequently practised by Miss Ad- 
dison, her Juliet would be complete.” 

Why, I have submitted this letter to two 
or three gentlemen (one of whom knows 
Miss Addison personally,) aud they all 


pronounce it a vulgar ignorant concoction 
of nonsense, unworthy the pages of the 
| Theatrical Journal. \ 
| His next attack, is respecting the appear- 
| ance of my name in full, and also my ad- 
dress. 1 should think this “ type-us” 
(what can he mean?) is ashamed of his ; 
but I beg to assure him that it is #com- 
mon practice when a gentleman writes to 
the editor of a periodical, to give his name 
and address. The publishing it, with the 
name in full length, was an oversight of the 
worthy editor, | having requested that my 
initials only should appear. 
Trusting this ‘ type-us” gentleman’s 
hunger is now appeased, 
lam, Mr. Editor, 
Your obedient servant, 


G. L. C. 





GAFFS AND THEIR VISITORS. 
OLD DEPTFORD THEATRE ! 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Siz,—-The old Deptford.theatre—onze a 
place of legitimate dramatic amusement—is 
now converted into one of those horrible 
dens of incipient infamy, denominated 
Gaffs. It is licensed by the Lord Cham- 
berlain! Admission, Id. to the pit, 2d. to 
the boxes; and every play murdered in the 
most dismal style. Fancy ‘* Richard the 
Third!” “A Comic Song” !! and .“ The 
Kendezvous”’? !!! being played each twice 
over in one evening. ‘This is a specimen of 
the business now being carried on at the 
Deptford theatre—and licensed by the Lord 
Chamberlain. You may well imagine it is 
an easy matter to raise mob enough to fill 
this den; and here we have sweeps, coster- 
mongers, dustmen, and the worst seum of 
society, with their bread and meat, and 
pots, feasting away, and listening to the 
wretched spouting of those who are in their 
own estimation, actors! ‘The coarse jokes 
I and unfeeling remarks passing between the 
audience, produce a feeling of disgust in the 
| casual spectator. But what can we say to 
| ruined theatres like this, when we find that 
| the Cheitenham theatre has just been con- 
verted into a brewery, after having been to 
let for a period of six years. Is it not very 





strange that none of our companies should 
visit such a place; it would surely pay to 
open for a short time in each season, and 
| thus have prevented the desecration of this 








:to the denouement, which has the desirable effect 
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temple of the drama. There are always good | general approval, A pretty little ballet, entitled 


working companies to be got up under | 
proper management, and an equal distribu- 
tion of the money taken. We find three 
or four companies in one town in some 
places ; while in others (Cheltenham for in- 
stance), the theatre has not been open for 
years. 





II. B. 





PROVINCIAL. 











MANCHEsTER, Queen’s.—The amusements’ for 
the week have been characterised by a spirited and 
judicions selection of pieces, attended with much 
variety. The house has been very well attended, 
and the character of the entertainments apparently 
affording ample remunerative enjoyment. ‘lhe 
orderly demeanour of the audiences at once proves 
that the reduction in the scale of prices does not 
invest the plebeians with an opposite tendency to 
improper behaviour. The Musketeers is a well 
concocted piece, maintaining a progressive interest 


of righting the wrong. Messrs. Dillon, Forde, 
Preston, and Mrs. Dillon were very happy in their 
parts. Miss Mortimer, as Lady de Wintern, was a 
very neat piece of acting. We had not the pleasure 
of witnessing Mr. Dil!on’s Komeo, but have been 
assured it was a chaste piece of acting, which we 
can readily accredit. The conquest of the week 
has been “The Last Link of Love,’’ a piece that 
abounds with the most thrilling interest, and was 
listened to with breathless anxiety by a crowded 
and enraptured audience. The feelings ot interest 
that Mr. and Mrs Dillon infused into thcir charae- 
ters, created great sensation. The characters 
throughout the piece were efficient. We wou'd 
recommend a repetition of this drama, as no doubt 
many thousands who have not witnessed it, would 
heartily relish such refined and chaste acting as is 
displayed in this piece. We would apprise Mr. 
Mills of the propriety of ridding himself of that 
drawling, mechanical articulation he invariably in- 
troduces into his characters, and endeavour to im- 
bibe a spirit of nature. 


Cotosstum.—King Jupiter is quite the dog-star 
rage at this house. It abounds with a prolific sup- 
ply of Mr. George’s poetical and humorous exypo- 
sitions. The freaks and humor of the celestial and 
terrestrial beings, keep the house in a roar of mith. 
The scenery is produced in most exquisite taste, 
and the transformations are eapital, concluding 
witha grand masquerade. This piece proves a 
trump card. Mr. Edwin is a good type of jolly 
Bacchus; Fielding and Mackney represent the | 
Graces with much neatness of style, as also Mrs. | 
cornet as Apollo. We can safely endorse this | 
bill. 

Casino.—At this place of amusement we have | 
had the ‘“ Dog of Montargis,” in which Messrs. E. | 
Blanchard, Vousden, Paul Herring, Griffiths, | 
Plump:on, Mrs. Vousden, and Miss Chapman ac- 
quitted themselves. most creditably, commanding | 





‘hree Pair of Lovers, comes in for its share of ap- 
plause, ably sustained by the old favorites, Herring 
and Gnifliths. Mr. Blanchard takes his benefit on. 
Friday, and as one deserving of a hearty response, 
we wish him success. 

Birmincnam, Theatre Royal.—This theatre, on 
Tuesday last, was crowded to witness the perform - 
ance of the celebrated and grand opera of “ Lucia 
di Lammermoor,” in Engtish, by some of our most 
talented artistes. Mr. Sims Reeves, the renowned 
tenor, personating Edgardo, and Miss Lucombe the 
part of Lucia. Need we comment on the powerful 
acting and magnificent singing of Sims Reeves. 
Gardoni, Calzolari, Baucarde, and all the host of 
other tenors, compared to him, dwindle into ordi- 
nary singers. He was rapturously applauded 
throughout. Miss Lucombe’s conception of the 
character of Lucia, was very good, and her acting 
very chaste and feeling. Mr. F. Bodda, as Henry 
Ashton, and Mr. Latter, as Bidebent, enacted their 
respective parts in a creditable manner. The opera 
was concluded amidst loud applause. The finish 
for the evening was the “ Secret,” which was very 
well acted. On Thursday and Friday, more operas 
will be produced. 

Aytespury.- A very pretty little establishment 
was opened here on the Wednesday in last week, 
under the management of Messrs. Albert Nash and 
Burton. The house, we are pleased to add, was 
very well attcnded. 

Sournampton., ~ The attendance at this theatre 
during the past week, has been very good. The 
pertormances on ‘Tuesday were under the patronage 
of Sir A, Cockburn and B. Miller, Esq., the mem- 
bers for the borough. The theatre presented a gay 
appearance, being decorated for the occasion by 
the banners that had been used on the preceding 
evening at the civic banquet. The house was 
crowded to excess. The performance commenced 
with Bulwen’s play of Richelieu, in which the ma- 
nager, Mr. George Owen, sustained the character 
of the Cardinal with great ability. 

York anp Hvcii.—The theatres at both these 
towns have been flourishing under the new manage- 
ment of Mr. Caple. The company removed to 
Hull last week, where they opened with the comedy 
of “ Money.”” Mr. W. Harrison, Miss Louisa 
Pyne, Mr. H. Corri, Miss Goddard, and a full 
corps dramatique, are announced, with a promise 
of many other attractions to follow. Mr. Bunn and 
his * Monologue Entertainment” are to be the no- 
velties for the close of the season. 

Harrocate, Theatre Royal.—Lessees, Messrs. 
Bower and Young. A very good nag sand are en- 
gaged here, amongst whom may are Messrs, G. K. 
Dickinson and Paumere. who have been doing the 
Shaksperian characters very effectively. Othello 
was played to a very crowded house on Friday last 
when the above actors were called before the cur- 
tain at the termination of the play. 


LowestortE.— Lessee, Mr. ‘I. C. Mills. Mr. 
I. Aldridge, an actor of colour, has been engaged 
to play here a few nights, We consider him to be 
an actor possessing many rare qualifications for the 
stage. He personaced the character of Gambia, in 
the Slave, with great ability. 






































































388 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


SHerriet.n.—We closed on Tuesday in last week 
with a benefit for Mr. Charles Dillon. The house 
was crammed. The theatre re-opens almost imme- 
diately for the winter season. 

Stocxrort.—Mr. George Wild is here, making 
great and itis to be hoped successful exertions to 
obtain a license for a winter.theatre. 

Baicuton.—The theatre here is doing well Mr. 
Henry Marston and Miss Cooper, late of Sadlers 
Wells theatre, have joined the company. 

BARNsTAPLE.—We open this week. Mr. Charles 

Poole, the esteemed Brighton manager, has taken 
the theatre with great prospects of success. Mr. 
Salter, formerly so well known at the Lyceum, is 
retained as stage manager. 








The operetta will not be performed in cosfume, but 
merely sung as music at concerts generally, 

Mr. James Wallack, who has been seriously in- 
disposed for some time past, is at Gravesend, where 
we are glad to hear, his health is very rapidly im- 
proving. 

Mr. F. Blanchard, the popular favorite, is en- 
gaged as Clown for the ensuing year at the Bir- 
mingham theatre. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NATIONAL HALL, 242, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Mr. HENRY TYRRELL, Professor of Flocn- 
tion, has the honor to announce that he will de- 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 





The Princess’s theatre, under the management of 
Messrs. C. Kean and Keeley, will open about the 
17th instant. The first revival will be the Knights 
Templars, 

We hear Mr. Anderson is already in the pro- 
vinces, looking up talent to add to his company for 
the ensuing season. 

Mrs, Nisbett is engaged at Drury Lane, for the 
ensuing season, which will commence at Christmas. 

Mr. Anderscn, we are informed, is in treaty with 
si Helen Faucit for the ensuing season at Drury 

Lane, 

Mrs. Fitzwilliam, and Mr. Buckstone, have been 
performing, during the past week, at the Amphi- 
theatre, Liverpool. to good houses. 

Miss Robertson, from the Prince’s theatre, Glas- 
gow, has been engaged by Messrs. Kean and 
Keeley for the Princess's. 

Mr. Harrison and Miss Louisa Pyne appeared at 
Glasgow, on Monday, in Balfe’s opera of the Bo- 
hemian Girl, and met with an enthusiastic recep- 
tion. 

We understand that Mr. Charles Kean had an 
interview with his Royal Highness Prince. Albert, 


liver TWO LECTURES on 
THE GENIUS OF SHAKSPERE, . 


At the ahove place. The first on Wednesday, the 
lth of September, and the second on the Wednes- 
day following. They will consist of analvtical 
Criticisms on Hamlet, Othello, Macheth. Henry 
the Fourth, and King Lear. from which produc- 
tions Mr. Tyrrell will recite numerous extracts, 
selected, not from the emasculated acting cpies, 
but (with the exception of a few coarse expressions) 
from the received text of Shakspere. 

The Hall will be opened at eight o’clock, the 
Lecture will commence at half-past eight. 
Admission: Hall, 3d. Gallery, 2d. 


AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


WANTED, a few Gentlemen to complete a 
Company for an Amateur Performance, to take 
place during the present month. Address by letter, 
p.p., to Mr. G. HASTINGS, 7, Pratt terrace, Great 
College street, Camden Town. 








MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning 
Bloomfield Rush, taken from life during theirtrials. 


on Monday in last week, for the purpose of making | —A cast in plaster of Mr, O'Connor, with a plan 


arrangements for the annual dramatic entertain- 


of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 


ments at Windsor Castle, which, it has been ar-| Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to 
ranged, are to take place previous to Christmas this | the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 


year. 


and SON'S Exuisition Bazaar, Baker Street, 


The concerts at Her Majesty’s theatre, will com- | Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
mence on the 15th next month, under the direction | and from seven till ten,—Admittance 1s; smal] 
of Mr. Balfe and Musard. We hear the admission | room 64. extra. 


to the promenade will be half-a-crown, and to the 


dress circle, four shillings. 


The Adelphi theatre is being thoroughly cleaned 


and will be re-opened the latter part of this month. 

A comic drama, by Mr. Bourcicault, to be per- 
formed hy the Adelphi company, is now in re- 
hearsal. 


At Astley’s a new equestrian spectacle is in | he Preprietor, by 8. 








SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
Three Months ccovcsesseeeee One Shilling, 
Six Months,.....cceecsssee ee Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months,....++++ eee» Bour Shillings 


Published every Thursday Afternoon at Pour o'clock, for 
Y. Collins, 113, Fleet Street; to be 
had of Vickers, Holvwell Street; Mitchell, 39, Hollywell 


preparation, to be called “ The Enchanted Palfrey, | street ; J. Allen, Warwick lane; Harris, Blacktriars Road, 


or the W: rrior of t' e Crescent.” 

Among the novelt es to be introduced at the con- 
certs at Her Majesty s theatre, will be an operetta, 
composed to English words, by Mr. Edward Loder 
~—to be sung by eminent vocalists — principal tenor 
Mr, Sims Reeves—with a full band and chorus. 


S-ales, 195, Shor ditch, and all Rooks: ers & Newavend: rs. 

Manchester. J. Heywood, 1:0 Deansgate ; Birmingham, 
W Pratt, 8?, Dgveth. To be hae by order, in any of the 
Provincial Towus. 
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